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camp goes up little by little and,

At a time when hundreds
of satellites explored
the surface of our planet,
the ocean depths and
outer space, nobody knew
exactly where the King
of Rivers was born.

told As it s taking me a while to faf
asleep, | ofce mare go over in my mind
the beginning of this adventure.

I have often wondered, my
passages through the Amazon jungle.
who knew from whare the King of Rivers
springs. While hundreds of sateliites con-
tinuously search and photograph every
corner of our planet lnﬂmmu-mm

waiting for supper we gather ®©=acly enough Untl the ffties it wis the

around the fire to recount the
ourney: | observe the resthess faces of my
zssaciates and | study Admiral Gullermo

cimbed as high as 4800 meters above
sea level Some months ago in Lma we
had clearty agreed on hes participauon on
this expedition as long as he quit i he
experienced any healtn problems.

It is generally easier 1o gain my criticsm
than win my praise. As | Sways expect the

congratulate don Guillerma | am gad that
he was part of this group of experts rep-
resenting the three countries participating
on this endeavor, particularly becase of
s profound knowiedge of the matter
which has brought us here. Faura former
Minigter of the Navy, & the author of the
anly major hydrographse study on the
Amazon rver And we have come hert 1o
find, in & gecgraphically sound mannes: the
true orignal saurce of the most gigantic
fver an esrth.

THE EXPEDITION
It is cold, very cald The warm soup gets
cold in less than & menute. it seems that
the wind seeps through our bones.
Around s thers is an arid world wild
and with wery little vegetation, a great
wavy exerdion called pung, which in
Quechua means baren land, lodked
between the imposing chain of moun-
tains of the central Andes.

Wi are presently located 200 kilometers
from Cuzca, the ancient capital of the

Hlnr'nn which wils conuidered the
precipal source of the Amazon Rivec
Than it was establighed that the Lcayah
Rwer way longer and confegquently
restarch was onenied toward the search
for the early ewdenies of tha mer

In 1953 French expiorer Mickae!
Perrin  confirmed  Colonel Gerardo
Dharderas’ hess that cated, as of 1934,
the tource of thin river wal found at
Cavllama; (department of Arequipa).
Anhough the fact was not nrially taken
w1 account eoraphers accepled ths
aytement afer fwenty years

In 1969, the Englith jolrnalist Micholas
Ashethoy, along with Captan John Fadg-
way of tho Royal Parachute Hegiment,
maintained that the orign was to  be
furd i the dnvicors of the Mount
Minaspata sone which: they had recently
wated, but wery few people beleved
them Pidpesy & famous for rowing
acrens the Asisntic Ocean

That same yean Doctor Carlos
Pefaherrern del Al published the book
calied Geramae GEOGRaRvy OF Pimu

wihers he points out that according 1o the

ihstituto Geogriice Nagonals studies, the
orgn of the sud rver was 3t the Mams

tevadis  (15°30°49" South Lat and

717407 36" west) viuated 1 Caylioms 45
Ldrmeters from Mount Huagra Two years
tater the photographer Loren |Mcintre,
accompanied by Mountsneer Richard
Bratihaw and geoprapher Victor Tupa
orgnired an expedition sponsared by the
ManonaL GEXCRMPHG and the Imema-
vonal Geodesic Service. s purpose wis
o venly Wmhﬂlmmwdhvw

e s e

thie stresm wivch was most detant from
the source af the Amason River should be
the Cabuasanta Fver Mcintre damed
that first water traces rose from the tny
ldke stusted in the hds of the Chodue-
corun MNevado, commanly called -beause
of t1opographic map errors- “Mami
MNevado™ How-ever, that locatien s found
twi kalomerters west of the place midcated
tiy Pefaberrird

From that bme. many doubls were
s So thee & how | came to organize
such an ambrtous and exalting expioration
campagn Each achievemont made by an
exploratory mission depands on perfect
plarming, good lopeics and 1he setection
of qualfied compansons. In prder 1o have
3 soentific foundation | began to nvedtl
gate university. text books and to
retearch armhives

Early in the year when we amved in
Pery, | contacted local instititions. Ermesto
Paredes Arana, the president of the
Socedsd Geogrdfia de Lima became
interested in my idea and offered to halp.
as well as the Pontificia Unaersidad
Catdica del Peri and the Hydrography
Departmant of the Peruvian MNavy who
sent experts such as enginesr Zanwl
MNovos Leutenant Fadl Rojas and juan
Luis Tord.

A wesk (gter 0 Moscow, Professor

whese aibiity | cannot question atall in the
Russian capral | aio met the geographer
Rirma Chayrutdinowi whao far from caiming
any pridege because the was 3 woman,
askid from the outset to be treated as one:
mam member af the expedibion.

Iady was also represented by Fenzo
Grege. 2n old friend of mine who shared
with me the thrl of crossnig Bomneo
from coast to coast 1500 kismeters of
jungle slong the Equater

S0 now there are eght of w 100
any for my taste. Three nabonshties.
thres difierent personalitios, Al of us are
proud to partopate with enthubasm,
which 5 the spark that ignites harmany in
the group, something that rarely happens.

OMNTHE TRAIL
This morming Serghey and Fima have
been mezsuring the volume of water in
the streams Carhuasanta and Apacheta)
the reslts show that the wolume of the
latter doubles that of the former After
and careful examination of the
photograph taken by the French SPOT
sutefite, we fallow the wide mam valley
which & crossed by the Apacheta River
two metars wide and flowing 150 iters
per second. In this manner we definitely
rejected the source found by Mcintire,
The whole day we explored the
newhharne  streams. Sillanoue  and

inhospitable, almest nhuman, and slence
is absolute. Moving about s quete TrMg,
we ofien stop o eatch our breath
because at 5,000 meters there = abolt
hall the coygen found at sea level

By this tme we have lot interest In
mos streams, except Apacheta Early in
the mormng we start off on cur tnp 10
the source of this reer Agustin Achaco.
the Quechua indian who has been with

s from the beginning, has: managed 10

££1 15 two horses, One for the Admaral
the gther far Andrés, his aide, the wame
one who has remained by the sturdy
officer's sde for twenty years.

The Apacheta becomes narmower and
less deep. Alter four hours akong 3 trail
which may have been leveled only at cor-
tain irtervals by some shepherd with the
help of his herd of Earmas, we reach the
bottom of the vallex a few meters away
from the peak of the Quehuisha Nevado
Between the white rocks there ane grear
patches of thick and msipid moss grow-
irg, and one or other grassy spot watered
by the shghtly farmented well from which
the Amazon River sees its hght

The sfmater reads 5170 masl We
can't move for a moment, we remain
metioniess in comemplation, Then Zariel,
the science coordinator. with the help of
a liny nawgationsl iestrument. finds our
exact postion: |5°31'057S, 71°4555 W,

Some dozen meters further above, a
dlightly stressed line can be perceived: the
continental dvide between the Paofic
and the Atlantic. On the other side of the
ridge, the Colca ~the deepest canyon in
the warld- can be seen, as well a3 the
charactenstic volcane cones of the Mist,
Chachari and Pichu-Fichy, all of them
above 6000 meters Over the mame
divide, short and rapid rivers descend
towards the Pacific Ocean. On our ude,
howisees the Ormeco and the Amazon
are bom, with ther majestic tnbutaries
which could also compete with the great-
est rivers in the world.

| dep iy hand with exciternent imvta the
froen, tramsparent water of that fountain
so apparently inpgndicant but s the
sourte of the most famaut river in the
wiarid, the river which mantans 2l workd
records 1 addition to fts length (7,100
k), also s basn (with more than
6000000 square k) and its volime
({mare than |80 milkon Iters.of water per
second) are all beyond comparson

ACCOMPLISHED TASK

After 25 years of voyagng m the
strangast and wildest parts of our giobe,
when it appeared that the mystery of the
unkrown and adventure of earthly dis-
coveries no longer exsted, there was still
the great satisfaction which is the reward
for time spert and sacrifices made

My thougms are nterrupted by
Serghey s dirk voce which remands me
of anather jmpertant fact, the Amazon
River does not sprng from a glacern a1t
wis ahwiays 1hought With the change n
the weather dunng the list few years
prrrTanent wiows and glafiers remnanty
of the gacial age. kve disippearst for
over. our Fiver simply springs from per
miafrost.

From thit source of water sheh
weling up at our feet. springd the
Apacheta, which = thi valiey will join a4
river with grant volume, the Camuatanta
taking the name Liogutta; later carrying
more and mone water [rom sccetsue
tributases wall change i3 name 10
Challamayo and then to Hormillos vl i
becomes the Apurimac. Althaugh & furr-
ous reer which echoes along the
Apurimar cin channel itsell oo the
deapest crevices descending 10 ey of
4000 meters of uneveriness n a 500
kilpmetar run, fre temes more than the
Colorado in the Geand Canpon of
Arizona. Meantime, the ongnal Apa
chete continues a5 course. modifyimg
Gnce agan ity name, until t DeComes the
Ulcayal River; the plain widers ard. fui-
thier abead, when o jong the Masafion, it
gives brth 10 the magnificent nver called
Arraron. &

Jacek Palldewler, reporter and explorer,
s taben part in many land and ses expeo-
disng, In (975 bhe cronsed the Aslantic
Ocesn on 1 lifebose Following the XVl
century explarers’ style. he has craveled
acrass the Giobl desert. Vimtram's e, the
inlands of Bornes and the Yangitie river 1o
documant his historesl and eultural theories



