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Traveller Jacek Palkiewics,
an Italian of Polish origin,
needs no introduction: he has
crossed an ocean in a boat
alone, is familiar with the jun-
gle and deserts, and has
climbed the Himalayas. But,
recalling his journey through
Siberia, he says: “That was the
most trying expedition.’
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(44 W better? Where
there's pone of os”™ To
these words by the Russion clussic
writer Alexander Gribovedov Twill
add that which is good is thnt
which we don't have at the mo-
ment. Perhaps these two ideas
make Jacek Palklewicz rush about
the world, each time leaving his
wife amd numernus  children . (o
grieve over his absence and possi-
ble troubles. When he called her
from Yakutsk, a clty in Siberia’s in-
terior, to say that instend of the
coming Wednesday he wounld be
back on the coming Friday, poor
Linda burst into lears, She ol
done n whole month's  patient
waiting, bul the jdea of having to
wait o further two days proved to
b more than she could stand.
Jacek amd his ellow-travellers
begin to make prepamtions [or
the journey ot the beginning of the
winter, They had warm clothes
sewn For them, chose relndeer,
atd specificd thelr route, On Feb-
ruary 10, 1980 the expedition lefl
Yakutsk, setting out for the seitle-
ment of Oymyakon, the coldest
place in the Northern hemisphene.
They expected Lo cross o distance
of 1,200 kilometres in three weeks,
The four Halians and as many
Soviet mien fol whil they wanted.
When the journey ended, Jacek
suicd: “We've achivved what we
ranied by 100 per ocent, i oot
more,” Roberto Lorenszani, Gra-
zinno Pleeining, and Nicola Cer-
foglio, who had not even the faint-

«« - Thary hnve renched ihe coldast plics =
e Northermn Hemisphore.
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eat idea of what Siberia was like in
winter, also were plessed, al-
though their noses, fingers, and
toes were frosi-bitten. But they
were full of impressiomns,
Forlonately, the lowest (em-
perature they expedenced was
-03" Celsius. The groonp moved, in
thie mmumin, along froeen rivers, That
wis simpler. But they constantly
had to take coare to avoid the
snow-sprinkled cracks in the fee
These warmth-loving southerners
Lok anowbaths lterally al every
sbep of the way, invariably falling
into water, waist- and even chest-
decp. “Noane of my (Monds,” later
recalled Palkiewics, "could imag-
ine life at such a low tempernt-
ture”, AL nbght everybody [roze

«nTIE6 16 Pow thay mavad in good
waalher.

terribly: the (emperature in the
tent was n mere five degrees high-
or than outdoors. For the first
Hme one of the local reindeer-
driver’s nose wis frost-hitden,

The day's precceupations took a
lot of effort and strength, The
choice of & camping ground, the
collection  of  firewood  and
branches to spread under the tent,
and camp-making wsually ook
Fouie howrs, And just as much went
inte extching the grazing deer and
barnessing  them o sbeds, They
usually advanced ab night, which
left only six hours a day for sleep.

They ale loeal food — relndeer
strogaring (thinly sliced scaled
frozen fish or frozen meat. — 7).
This is regarded as delleacy, but
not for the “uninitinted”. The
freeging colid nrned bread into
ice, which haod to be sagwn. The

onty “eivilized” products were tea
and colfee, and the occasional
pure alcohol, necessary in such
conditions, It came in very handy
whaon they celebrated three birih-
days of Roberto, Graziano, and
[gor Mikhalev, & Novest photog-
rapher. A strict man, Jacek poured
alcohol inte evervone's  plastic
photo-cassette box. Presents woere
found nearly az the reindeer were
shedding and renewing their ant-
bors Just then.

Did they come scross wild ani-
muls in the txiga? There were foot-
prints on their path, but they only
sow el and partridges and once
the pawprints of a big woll, Prowl-
Ing around the camp at night, it
howled long and nastily. Tarzan,
cne of the remdeer-idover Andred
otruchkovs dogs kept close to his
master. The deer, which ussally
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sirayed far sway during the might,
this time stayed close hy.

During the crossing ihe group
Tormed a caravan of fOfteen sleds,
each drawn by a pair of deer. An-
other ten reserve deer came In
psefil; one deer died a day before
the men reached Byubeme, the
first population centre on their
path. Another two had bad o be
left resting: they fuiled (o gel up.
st the dovers sald that o such
cages the animals do not die; afier
resting they reunite with thedr
hierds.

The travellers reached Uhymya-
kom on the evening of March 8.
The emperatire was —43° The
exigencies of the expedition and a
commen i browught the  four
Italians, two HRussians, and fwo

o in bad weakher,
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Evenks close together. (1 must
pamie television camermman Via-
disloy Bochkovsky and reindeer-
driver Dima Yefimov), During the
trek they shared both bread  and
work equally,

Where do vou think Jacek trav-
eélled next? In the selva® The jun-
gle? The pampas? No. In Yakutia
again, in summer. And quite e-
cently, in 1880, e took a refresh-
ing holiday in the Soviet Union —
in the Kamchatka Peninsulis

I have mixed feslings about
him: on the one hand, [ feel like
exclaiming: “Fine lad, Jacek!” On
the other hand, T want to ask him
in earnest: “lacek, when will you
stop ormenting yvour meek and
mild Linda™
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